
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  James L. App, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: S.L.O. County Visitors & Conference Bureau; 
  Tourism Business Improvement District Proposal Presentation 
 
DATE:  May 16, 2006 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to receive a presentation by the S.L.O. County Visitors & 

Conference Bureau (SLOVCB) concerning a proposal to establish a Business 
Improvement District to fund expanded tourism promotion. 

 
FACTS: 1. Jonni Biaggini, Executive Director of SLOVCB, requested an opportunity to brief 

the City Council regarding her agency’s proposal to form a Business Improvement 
District (BID) to fund an expansion of tourism promotion activity. 

 
2. Ms. Biaggini has provided BID background information prepared by SLOVCB 

(attached). 
 
3. California has a number of laws that permit assessment districts to be established 

to finance construction and maintenance of public improvements, and in some 
cases, activities. 

 
4. The Parking & Business Improvement Area Law of 1989 authorizes assessments 

against businesses to finance activities to promote tourism. 
 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: The San Luis Obispo Visitors and Conference Bureau is exploring the possibility of 

forming a Business Improvement District County-wide to fund tourism promotion.  
The BID appears focused upon hotel/motel businesses, e.g. they would be assessed.  
Their assessments would be used by the SLOVCB to fund lodging related tourism 
promotion County-wide. 

 
 Inasmuch as this is an informational presentation, no formal City research or analysis 

concerning the cost/benefit, administration, and/or policy implications of a County-
wide BID for tourism promotion has been completed. 

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE: California Parking & Business Improvement Area Law of 1989. 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Presentation – none; BID – not yet known. 
 
OPTIONS: A. Receive and File SLOVCB BID Presentation. 
 

B. Amend, Modify or Reject the Options Above. 
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